
          December 9th, 2019 

European Youth calling for announcement by the EU Commission and its Members States at 
COP25 to enhance their NDC within the first 100 days of office and raise the emission reduction 
target  
 
Dear President Von der Leyen,  
dear Vice-President Timmermans,  
and dear Member States, 

We, the representatives of a multitude of EU youth organisations and grassroot movements, see the 
cruel truth of the climate crisis and the importance to act upon it now. We have come together in light 
of the decisive year of 2020, where global emissions should peak to stay below the 1,5°C target to 
avoid critical tipping points . Under current NDC pledges, the average global temperature will rise 1

between 2.6 °C and 2.9 °C by 2100 . We declare: This is unacceptable to us!  2

Global NDCs must be increased fivefold to reach the 1,5°C target  and international commitments 3

have already been made to be more ambitious . Under the Paris agreement it is recognized that de4 -
veloped countries should take the lead when it comes to emission target reductions . In addition, the 5

EU is the third largest emitter worldwide, behind the US and China, and thus has a responsibility to be 
among the first to decarbonise . Therefore, the EU should be one of the front-runners of GHG emis6 -
sion reduction by 2030. #UniteBehindtheScience! 

The mass movement of young people globally is unlike anything we have seen before. But we do not 
just want to write history. We want to be part of the action plans that influence our future.  
Therefore, we ask you to invite us, the youth of the EU, to partake in the determination of the EU 
NDC at the beginning of 2020. Praising our activism and encouraging us to keep on striking is not 
enough. 

We applaud the declaration of the climate emergency by the EU parliament, but we urge you to follow 
up on it. In a shared vision we hold the EU accountable for their responsibility in international climate 
policy and for the success of the Paris Agreement. We demand from you to deliver a concrete proposal 
for an enhancement of the EU NDC as soon as possible but at the latest within the first 100 days of 
office including the following points: 

• Enhance your NDC to 65 % GHG emission reduction in 2030 compared to 1990 , in line with 7

the climate emergency that the European Parliament has recently recognized  8

• Make a statement at COP25 that the EU will deliver an ambitious NDC, compatible with the 
1.5°C target 

• Become carbon neutral by 2040  9

• Include specific and ambitious emission reduction targets in all sectors including international 
aviation in all NDCs  10

• Ensure a participatory design of the enhancement and implementation processes of NDCs (es-
pecially for youth)  

• Mainstream the topics of Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) and inclusion of Youth and 
Women in all areas of the EU NDC 

The effort of transitioning to a carbon-free world is one which will have an impact on all of society, 
but the cost of inaction is greater. Let us think along how to leave no one behind in the green trans-
ition.  
We also urge member states to be bold and bring constructive proposals to the table. By meeting these 
demands, you will live up to the expectations of future generations and your own ambition as a global 
climate leader . 11

Call for action! Be the action! #TimeforAction 

EU Youth 



Signatures: 

Organisations: 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

UN Youth Representatives: 

Aoife Fleming (The Netherlands) 

Eefke van de Wouw (The Netherlands) 

Esmeralda Wirtz (Belgium)  



Signatures: 

Individual person: 

Nadja Najjar (Germany/Sweden) Theresa Streib (Germany)

Magdalena Pitzer (Austria) Bas Tuenter (The Netherlands)

Pauline Trepczyk (Austria) Judith Böckle (Germany)

Ines Birke (Austria) Nila Fariza Azilia Patty (The Netherlands)

Ansgar Fellendorf (Austria/Germany) Chris Vrettos (Greece)

Maria Angerler (Austria) Kristen Lindström (Sweden)

Antoine Ferraris (Austria/France) Maximilian Friedrich (Germany)

Frank Hoppe (Germany) Victor Najjar (Germany/Sweden)

Sina Franz (Germany) Jannis Gustke (Internationalist with german citizenship)

Pia Jorks (Germany) Rodrigue Friaud (France)

Laura Gauvrit (France) Aline Prevot (France)

Oceane Legatelois (France) Domenico Vito (Italy)

Clara von Glasow (Germany) Lieke Brackel (The Netherlands) 

Jeppe Bijker (The Netherlands) Natalie Craig (The United Kingdom)

Symke Nieboer (The Netherlands) Isabel Seeger (Germany)

Moritz Dreyer (Austria) Moon Weijens (The Netherlands)

Éloïse Lehmann (France) Susana Santos (Portugal)

Josien Grashof (The Netherlands) Ellen van Stempvoort (The Netherlands)

Thomas Villette (France) Thomas Bostsarron (France)

Tine Nieboer (The Netherlands) Manon Jansen (The Netherlands)

Koen Gerats (The Netherlands) Jorian van Oostrum (The Netherlands)

Alexander Robertus (The Netherlands) Harm Jaap de Jong (The Netherlands)

Max Fuchslueger (Austria) Jorge Sanchez Hernandez (Spain)

Mark van der Poel (The Netherlands) Kenza Benmoussa (France)

Matthieu Delacommune (France) Ines Bakhtaoui (France)

Slim Ben Youssef (France) Sarah Siemers (Austria)

Ariane Melanie Wrumnig (Austria) Jan Feist (Germany)

Talia Berriman (United Kingdom) Jiske van Oeffelt (The Netherlands)

Santeri Lehtonen (Finland) Kisjonah Rose (The Netherlands)

Peter Paul Vossepoel(The Netherlands) Branwen Peddi (Belgium)

Mara de Pater (The Netherlands) Meike Heemels (The Netherlands)

Pippi van Ommen (The Netherlands) Freek Groot (The Netherlands)



Sake Kolhoff (The Netherlands) Judith Cornelisse (The Netherlands)

Brendan Bollweg (The Netherlands) Denise Enthoven (The Netherlands)

Lysanne Zalm (The Netherlands) Catalina von Hildebrand (Germany)

Romy Schellekens (The Netherlands) Rosa van der Laag (The Netherlands)

Jasper Akkermans (The Netherlands) Matthias Zaussinger (Austria) 

Jilles Threels (The Netherlands) Cristina Saladrich Catala (Spain)

Sofie Steffens (The Netherlands Maria-Franca Dekkers (The Netherlands)

Hugo VIEL (France) Nadine Verhoeven (The Netherlands)

Miriam de Graaff (The Netherlands) Sophia Thiel (Germany)

Daniela Schwermann (Germany) Alix Lereculey--Peran (France)

Lotte de Jong (The Netherlands) Zofia Lasocka (Poland)

Jelle Hofstra (The Netherlands) Gijs Stevers (The Netherlands)

Chris Rijksen (The Netherlands) Maria Aranguren Rojas (Spain)

Andrea Fonseca Cateriano (Perú) Tsjerk van Doornik (The Netherlands)

Marieke Schroor (The Netherlands) Katharina Thiel (Germany)

Mirjam Vossepoel (The Netherlands) Elisabeth Thiel (Germany)

Christoffer Lindström (Sweden) Stiven Shala (Albania)

Iria Vrettou (Greece) Anna Braam (Germany)

Lucie Pélissier (France) Stijn Warmenhoven (The Netherlands)

Léa Ilardo (France) Christian Deutschmeyer (Germany)

Linus Dolder (Switzerland) Leonie Bremer (Germany)

Annika Kruse (Germany) Sana Strahinjic (Germany)

Helena Marschall (Germany) Janine Wohlers (Germany)

Jan Göldner (Germany)



 FutureEarth, 2019 - New Insights in Climate Science - a 2017-2019, Future Earth and the Earth League1

  climateactiontracker.org December 6th, 20192

  UNEP, 2019- Christensen, J. and Olhoff, A. (2019). Lessons from a decade of emissions gap assessments. United Nations 3

Environment Programme, Nairobi.https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/ emissions-gap-report-10-year-summary

  Paris Agreement (adopted December 12th, 2015, entered into force November 4th, 2016) UNTS I:54113 art. 34

  Paris Agreement (adopted December 12th, 2015, entered into force November 4th, 2016) UNTS I:54113 art. 4 para. 45

 Global Carbon Atlas, December 5th, 20196

 Climact, Net Zero 2050, p. 14, commissioned by the European Climate Foundation7

 Climate Action Tracker refers to 86% incl. “domestic emission reductions and contributions to existing poorer countries 8

reduce their emissions” Source: Climate Action Tracker, 2019: Warming projections global update. Pledged action leads to 
2.9°C-time to boost national climate action, p. 17.

 IPCC, 2018: Summary for Policymakers. In: Global Warming of 1.5°C. World Meteorological Organization, Geneva, Switzer9 -
land, 32 pp.

  Rail to the COP letter presented December 9th, 201910

  President von der Leyen, Opening speech at the Leader’s Session at COP25, December 2nd, 2019 11


